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Coming Up,

NEXT ISSUE

Italian Villas Monograph

Discovering the Origins:

Unveiling the Hidden Gems and Captivating Stories Behind the
Italian Architect’s Most Enchanting Villa Designs!
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Art and Space Between Iran / Japan
e/ es) Sl sUis , o
VILLA NEWS
July 11, 2023

MA EXHIBITION 2023

MA Art and Space between
Iran/Japan

Third interdisciplinary MA space-time exhibition.
Tabriz 2023

Villa magazine is honored to announce that our proposal has been approved by the “MA” Exhibition Executive

Committee for the public relations of the third "MA Art and Interdisciplinary Space" exhibition, held in Tabriz

from September 9 to October 24, 2023. To this end, Villa Magazine will be executing interviews, submitting

reports, and holding exhibitions and workshops pertaining to the concepts of this event. As wished by the

deceased architect, Arata Isozaki, the third "Iran-Japan Art and Interdisciplinary Space" exhibition is hosted by

Tabriz University in September 2023.

[Outline]

The exhibition “MA: Space-Time in Japan”, first took place
at the Musée des Arts décoratifs in Paris in 1978 with

the conception by Arata Isozaki. This exhibition aimed

to assemble Japanese communities of architecture, arts,
designs, music, dance, and photography, juxtaposing the
past and the present of Japanese culture. MA means
“in-between-ness”, which implies an ambiguous state of
space and time, as opposed to dichotomy. Traveling around
the world in the following years, this historical exhibition was
welcomed by myriad creative societies and left its footprints.
Finally, when the second exhibition was held in Tokyo in
2000, Arata Isozaki, the institutor of this cultural project,
referred to this 20-year cycle of renewal (shikinen-sengu)
of Ise Shrine as the model of the Tokyo University of Arts.
In order to revive “MA”, Arata Isozaki has proposed to hold
it in Iran. In response to Isozaki’s proposal, an executive
committee was immediately formed and planned the
exhibition in the context of the Silk Road, starting from Iran
and traveling to China and Japan. Isozaki, who had visited
Iran in the 1960s and had kept strong ties with the country
since then, decided to share the idea of “in-between-ness”
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with his counterparts in these areas through this bold
exhibition. The new version of “MA Exhibition on the

Silk Road” is crucial to raise attention to the long cultural
exchange among the countries and the regions spread over
this linear route. As an archipelago situated on the edge of
the Far East, Japan has been vastly influenced by continental
cultures and adopted them in a genuine way. This exhibition
will showcase the interpretation of Japanese culture by
Arata Isozaki in this context. Based on the comparison of
the past and the present, the notion of Japanese space-time
will be manifested through a series of presentations and
performances integrated within this exhibition, gathering
contemporary architects, artists, musicians, stage directors,
and designers from Japan. After a successful preliminary
event in Tehran and Tabriz in September 2022, Arata Isozaki
was looking forward to an exhibition and performance to be
held in Iran in the middle of 2023. However, he passed away
on December 28, 2022, at the age of 91. Still, those who
had been collaborating with him decided to commemorate
him by continuing the project and accomplishing his will as
exactly as he had conceived. The MA exhibition in Iran is

an initiation for this series of memorial events and shows
the traces of thoughts and designs both in retrospective
and contemporary ways. Making use of this opportunity,
an elaborate conversation between Japanese and Iranian
creators and researchers is expected.

[Organization]
Japanese Side: MA Exhibition Executive Committee

Chairperson: Akira Tatehata (art critic, director of the
Museum of Modern Art, Saitama).

Vice-chairperson: Misa Shin (art producer, director of Misa
Shin Gallery).

Secretary General: Riichi Miyake (architectural historian,
director of ARCHI-DEPOT Corporation).

Committee Member: Reiji Ando (art and literature critic,
professor of Tama Art University); Jun Aoki (architect,
professor of Tokyo University of Arts); Takeshi Aoki
(philologist, professor of Shizuoka University of Art and
Culture); Shigeru Matsui (art historian, associate professor
of the Institute of Advance Media Art and Science); Akira
Takayama (stage director, professor at Tokyo University of
Arts); Makoto Watanabe (architect, professor emeritus of
Hosei University).

Curatorial Advisor: Mami Kataoka (curator, director of Mori
Art Museum).

Tabriz Side: International Policy Council within Tabriz

The event is implemented with the joint initiative of the
following organizations and institutions:

Tabriz City Council: Hojatol Eslam Rrasoul Bargi, Head of the
council;

Tabriz Municipality: Yagoub Houshyar, Mayor

East Azerbaijan Province: Zeinol Abedin Razavi Khoram, Local
Governor;

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Northwest Branch: Tohid
Najafzadeh, Head;

East Azerbaijan Construction Engineering Organization: Reza
Djizaji, Head;

East Azerbaijan Culture and Islamic Guidance Organization:
Seyed Mohammad Hossein Balagii Mobin, Head;

Tabriz Islamic Art University: Sajjad Pakzad, President;
Persian Seismic Retrofitting Institute: Arash Sohrabi, Diector.

Venue:

The exhibition will take place in central Tabriz, connecting
three Qajar Dynasty house museums (Nikdel House, Khatay
House, Ali Monsieur House) and Tabriz Islamic Art University.

[Press Conference]

Tehran, Iran - June 08, 2023 - The Japanese Embassy in Tehran
held a press conference to announce the highly anticipated
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third edition of the “MA: Space-Time Exhibition”. The event,
which is set to take place in Tabriz in September 2023,
promises to be a groundbreaking showcase of contemporary
art and cultural exchange between Japan and Iran. The press
conference was led by Professor Riichi Miyake, a renowned
Japanese artist, and curator, who presented an overview

of the exhibition’s concept and highlighted its significance
for fostering cross-cultural dialogue. Professor Miyake
emphasized that this year’s exhibition aims to explore the
interconnectedness of space and time through various artistic
mediums. The press conference was attended by esteemed
diplomats, renowned artists, and influential figures from both
Japan and Iran. The event concluded with a warm welcome
from Ambassador Hiroshi Matsuura, who expressed his
delight for the collaboration between the two nations for this
extraordinary exhibition. The “MA: Space-Time Exhibition”
has gained international recognition for its innovative
approach to showcasing contemporary art, curated by
renowned architect, Arata Isozaki. It serves as a platform for
emerging artists from both Japan and Iran to exhibit their
works and engage in meaningful conversations about cultural
identity, heritage, and the human experience.Building on

the success of its previous editions held in Tokyo and Kyoto,
this year’s exhibition will feature an array of installations,
sculptures, paintings, photographs, performances, and
multimedia artworks. The selected pieces will reflect

diverse perspectives on space-time relationships while
incorporating elements of traditional Japanese and Iranian
art forms. Tabriz was chosen as the host city due to its rich
cultural heritage and vibrant artistic community. The city’s
historical sites will serve as unique venues for some of the
exhibition’s installations. This integration of contemporary
art with Tabriz’s architectural treasures is expected to create
a captivating juxtaposition that will further enhance visitors’
experience. In addition to showcasing artworks by talented
artists from Japan and Iran, the “MA: Space-Time Exhibition”
will also include workshops, panel discussions, artist talks,
cultural events, and publication/media. These activities aim
to encourage collaboration between artists from different
backgrounds and foster a deeper understanding of each
other’s artistic practices. The exhibition is expected to attract
art enthusiasts, collectors, curators, and cultural ambassadors
from around the world. It will provide a platform for
international visitors to engage with the vibrant art scene in
Tabriz and strengthen cultural ties between Japan and Iran.

The third edition of the “MA: Space-Time Exhibition”
promises to be an extraordinary celebration of contemporary
art, cultural exchange, and collaboration. As the event draws
closer, anticipation continues to grow among artists and art
lovers alike. Stay tuned for further updates on participating
artists, venues, and additional program details.



VICO IN TEHRAN

Vico Magistretti Exhibition Held
at ltalian Residence

The highly anticipated inauguration of the
“Vico Magistrettiin Tehran”

VILLA NEWS
June 28, 2023

“Magistretti’s Park Prance project not only showcases his architectural prowess but also highlights his sensitivity
to cultural context. By incorporating elements of traditional Iranian architecture and seamlessly blending them
with modern design principles, he created a residential complex that resonates with the local culture while

offering contemporary living standards.”

The event saw the presence of a number of distinguished Iranian architects and artists, who gathered to celebrate the renowned
Italian architect’s work “Parc de Prince” in Tehran, aiming to foster cultural exchange between Italy and Iran.

The evening commenced with a warm welcome from David Balloni, who expressed his gratitude for the attendees’ presence.
Following Balloni’s opening remarks, His Excellency Giuseppe Perrone, Ambassador of Italy to Iran, took to the stage. Ambassador
Perrone highlighted the importance of promoting cross-cultural dialogue through art and design, emphasizing how Magistretti’s
work transcends geographical boundaries. One of the highlights of the evening was a captivating presentation by Mohammadreza
Movaheddi, an esteemed Iranian artist. Movaheddi delved into Magistretti’s artistic philosophy and explored his innovative
approach to design. The audience was enthralled by Movaheddi’s insights into how Magistretti’s work has influenced contemporary
Iranian architecture.

The event concluded with a reception, allowing attendees to engage in further discussions and exchange ideas.

Villa Magazine Press

54

EDITORIAL

Vico Magistretti: The Architect Behind Tehran's
Park Prance Residential Project

Vico Magistretti, an Italian architect renowned for his
innovative designs and contributions to modern architecture,
left an indelible mark on the world with his projects. One
such project that stands out is the Park Prance residential
complex in Tehran, Iran. This development showcases
Magistretti’s ability to seamlessly blend functionality,
aesthetics, and cultural context into a harmonious
architectural masterpiece.

Completed in Second Pahlavi period, the project aimed to
provide high-quality housing options for middle-class families
while incorporating green spaces and communal areas within
the complex. It brings to mind that Magistretti’s design for
Park Prance was inspired by traditional Iranian architecture,
which he skillfully combined with modern elements. The
result is a visually striking complex that pays homage to its
surroundings while offering contemporary living spaces.

One of the defining features of Park Prance is its integration
with nature. The complex is surrounded by lush greenery
and incorporates several landscaped gardens throughout

its grounds. This emphasis on nature not only enhances the
aesthetic appeal but also creates a serene environment for
residents amidst the bustling cityscape.

The residential units themselves are designed with
functionality and comfort in mind. Magistretti prioritized
open spaces and natural light, ensuring that each unit feels
spacious and inviting. Large windows allow ample sunlight to
flood the interiors while providing breathtaking views of the
surrounding landscape.

The architectural style employed in Park Prance reflects
Magistretti’s signature minimalist approach. Clean lines,
geometric shapes, and neutral color palettes dominate

the exterior fagade, creating a sense of elegance and
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timelessness. This simplicity extends to the interior design

as well, where every element serves a purpose without
unnecessary embellishments. Another notable aspect

of Park Prance is its emphasis on community living. The
complex includes various communal spaces, such as parks,
playgrounds, and recreational areas, encouraging residents to
interact and foster a sense of belonging. These shared spaces
promote social cohesion and create a vibrant community
within the development.

Magistretti’s Park Prance project not only showcases his
architectural prowess but also highlights his sensitivity to
cultural context. By incorporating elements of traditional
Iranian architecture and seamlessly blending them with
modern design principles, he created a residential complex
that resonates with the local culture while offering
contemporary living standards.

Today, Park Prance stands as a testament to Vico Magistretti’s
vision and legacy. It continues to serve as a model for urban
development projects that prioritize sustainable living,
community engagement, and architectural excellence. The
complex remains an iconic landmark in Tehran, attracting
visitors from around the world who appreciate the fusion of
tradition and modernity that Magistretti achieved.

Vico Magistretti’s Park Prance is not only an architectural
marvel but also a symbol of how thoughtful design can
enhance our living environments. It serves as a reminder
that architecture has the power to shape our experiences,
connect us with nature, and foster communities — all while
paying homage to cultural heritage.

Villa Magazine Editorial Board
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NOVAVETRO VISIT gle and powe

Iranian Architects Visit Novavetro
Glass Company in ltaly

PENSATE IN GRANDE!

CON I NOSTRI VETRI LUNGHI FINO A

Paving the Way for Collaborations in Architectural RE
Glass Solutions "

VILLA NEWS
July 1, 2022

JULY 2022 - A delegation of prominent Iranian architects, including Hooman Balazadeh, Amirabbas Aboutalebi,
Shahab Alidoosti, and Afshin Farzin, embarked on a visit to the renowned Novavetro Glass company in Italy.

The trip aimed to foster potential collaborations between Novavetro Italy and the Iranian market for e
architectural glass solutions. =—

The visit was made possible through the gracious support of Novavetro’s Mauro Molinari, Samuele Lucentini, and Cristiano - - = =y
Lucentini, who hosted the delegation and dedicated their precious time to showcase the company’s cutting-edge glass :
technologies. Their commitment to fostering international collaborations is commendable and has opened up new avenues for |
cooperation between Iran and Italy in the field of architectural glass solutions. The architects were given an exclusive tour of |

Novavetro’s state-of-the-art facilities, where they witnessed firsthand the innovative processes involved in creating high-quality
architectural glass products.
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Novavetro Italy and Iranian architects. With Iran’s booming construction industry seeking innovative solutions for architectural
projects, this partnership holds great promise. The Iranian architects expressed their optimism about future collaborations with
Novavetro Italy.

Novavetro Glass company, renowned for its commitment to quality and innovation, has been at the forefront of the architectural
glass industry for several decades. Their collaboration with Iranian architects is expected to bring forth unique and cutting-edge
solutions that will shape the future of architectural design in both countries. As the visit concluded, all parties expressed their
hope for successful collaborations between Novavetro Italy and the Iranian market. The architects returned to Iran inspired

and motivated to explore new possibilities in architectural glass solutions, armed with the knowledge gained from their visit to
Novavetro.

il
The visit not only provided an opportunity for knowledge sharing but also paved the way for potential collaborations between ‘r__;l-—

Villa Magazine Press
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BREAKING
BARRIERS

THE RISE OF
WOMEN IN
CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTURE IN
IRAN; THE FIRST
ARCHITECTURE
VILLA
MAGAIZINE
AWARD,
TEHRAN 2021
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Sepide Elmi | Principal Architect | Winner | VA-0311

villa villa lla villa
° ° “ °
villa vill I~ 1 villa

Fatemeh Ghanbariha | Principal Architect | Winner | VA-0484

Since the Islamic Revolution, Iran has witnessed a remarkable
transformation in its architectural landscape. One of the most
significant changes has been the increasing participation

and recognition of women architects. Over the past decade,
Iranian women have shattered stereotypes and emerged as
influential figures in contemporary architecture, contributing
their unique perspectives and designs to shape the nation’s
built environment.

The role of women in architecture faced numerous challenges
during the Islamic period, with limited opportunities for
education and professional growth. However, since 2010,
there has been a gradual shift towards inclusivity and gender
equality within Iran’s architectural community. Women
architects have seized this opportunity to showcase their
talents and challenge societal norms.

The increased access to education for women has played

a pivotal role in their rise within the architectural field.
Universities across Iran have witnessed a surge in female
enrollment in architecture programs, providing them with
the essential knowledge and skills required for successful
careers. This educational empowerment has allowed women
architects to break free from traditional roles and contribute
significantly to contemporary architectural discourse.

Iranian women architects bring a fresh perspective to
architectural design by incorporating elements that reflect
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their experiences and aspirations. Their designs often
emphasize functionality, sustainability, and inclusivity while
embracing cultural heritage. By challenging conventional
norms through innovative designs, they are reshaping urban
landscapes across Iran.

Iranian women architects are not only transforming physical
spaces but also promoting social change through their work.
They are actively engaged in designing spaces that cater to
diverse needs such as gender-specific facilities, public spaces
that encourage social interaction, and sustainable housing
solutions for marginalized communities. Their designs aim to
create inclusive environments that empower individuals from
all walks of life.

The growing influence of women architects in Iran has

not gone unnoticed. Several Iranian women have received
international recognition and prestigious awards for their
outstanding contributions to contemporary architecture.
These accolades not only celebrate their achievements but
also inspire future generations of women architects. The
First Villa Magazine Unbuilt Award 2021-Tehran recently
concluded, showcasing the immense talent and creativity of
Iranian architects. Among the 30 shortlisted projects and five
winners, there were several notable women architects who
are set to play a crucial role in shaping the future of Iranian
contemporary architecture.



A Journey
Through
Architectural
Criticism

SIAMAK G. SHAHNESHIN

In the realm of architectural criticism, there have been several influential figures who have left an indelible mark on the field.

Bruno Zevi, Jane Jacobs, and Michael Sorkin are just a few names that come to mind when we think of critics who have explored
architecture within a multidisciplinary framework. These individuals not only analyzed buildings and urban spaces but also delved
into various disciplines such as anthropology, sociology, phenomenology, and environmentology to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the built environment. One name that deserves recognition in this esteemed group is Siamak G. Shahneshin.
Throughout his career, Shahneshin has embarked on a remarkable journey through architectural criticism, following in the footsteps
of his predecessors while carving out his own unique path. His approach to criticism goes beyond mere aesthetics and delves into
the intricate relationships between architecture and its social, cultural, and environmental contexts. Drawing inspiration from Zevi’s
emphasis on architectural phenomenology, Shahneshin explores how buildings shape our experiences and perceptions of space. He
believes that architecture should not be viewed as static objects but rather as dynamic entities that interact with their surroundings
and influence human behavior. By incorporating elements of anthropology into his analysis, he uncovers the ways in which
architecture reflects and shapes cultural practices and identities. Similar to Jacobs’ focus on urban planning and social dynamics
within cities, Shahneshin examines how architecture contributes to the formation of communities and fosters social interactions.
He recognizes that buildings are not isolated entities but integral parts of larger urban systems. By studying the sociological

aspects of architecture, he sheds light on how design decisions can either promote inclusivity or perpetuate social inequalities.
Furthermore, Shahneshin’s exploration of environmentology echoes Sorkin’s commitment to sustainable design practices. He
recognizes the urgent need for architects to address the environmental challenges we face today and advocates for the integration
of ecological principles into architectural discourse. By considering the impact of buildings on the natural environment, he strives
to create a dialogue that encourages architects to prioritize sustainability and minimize their ecological footprint. What sets
Shahneshin apart is his ability to synthesize these diverse disciplines into a cohesive framework for architectural criticism. By
drawing from anthropology, sociology, phenomenology, and environmentology, he offers a holistic perspective that goes beyond
traditional architectural analysis. His multidisciplinary approach allows him to uncover hidden layers of meaning within architecture
and shed light on its profound impact on society and the environment. As we delve deeper into Siamak G. Shahneshin’s journey
through architectural criticism, we will explore his insightful writings, thought-provoking ideas, and innovative approaches to
understanding the built environment. Through his multidisciplinary lens, he challenges us to reevaluate our perceptions of
architecture and envision a future where design is not only aesthetically pleasing but also socially responsible and environmentally
sustainable.
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BRUNO ZEVI

PETER
EISENMAN

MICHEAL
GRAVES

Bruno Zevi: In 1989, when | arrived in Rome from Tehran, | made my way to via Nomentana
150. There, | summoned the courage, | boldly requested to meet Maestro Bruno Zevi, fully
aware of the significance of this encounter. Professing my passion for architecture and the
reason behind my visit, | yearned for the opportunity to connect with such a distinguished,
first class figure. To my immense joy, Professor Zevi warmly accepted to receive me, setting the
stage for a profound friendship that would shape the course of my architectural journey. Zevi,
was the founder and chief editor of the renowned magazine I'Architettura, Cronache e Storia.
This publication played a signifi-cant role in promoting architectural discourse, documenting
historical developments, and fostering critical thinking within the field worldwide. Engaging
in heartfelt conversations, | eagerly absorbed his profound wisdom, expert mentorship, and
invaluable guidance. Through his illuminating writings, | gained a fresh perspective on critical
analysis, cultivated a deep appreciation for architectural his-tory, and became acutely aware
of the profound societal impact of architecture. Furthermore, Zevi’s resolute advocacy for
modern architecture, rooted in organic principles and functionalism, left an indelible imprint
on my own architectural aspirations. Reflecting upon the profound privilege of this friendship
with a figure as influential as Maestro Zevi fills me with profound gratitude and a sense of
purpose.

Peter Eisenman: In 1995, as a young student, | was granted the opportunity to compete
alongside architects in a week-long resident competition in Pisa. Among the esteemed jury
members and mentors was Italo Rota, who diligently reviewed the projects of 12 groups of
architects, while | worked solo. Our task was to design a structure for the Regional Flower
Show. Confident in my sketches, | presented a scheme that, to Italo Rota, seemed overly
intricate. With a touch of pres-sure, he boldly questioned if | believed | was Peter Eisenman
himself. His statement weighed heavily on me, but | promptly responded, proclaiming myself
as a new Eisenman capable of man-aging such complexity. Italo Rota’s immediate retort was,
“Okay, we will see each other at the end of the week!” Sadly, | left the hall that afternoon,
feeling disheartened. The following day, | was the first person to enter the hall and began
working on my design. The intense exchange | had with Italo Rota fueled my determination
to surpass familiar boundaries and explore uncharted territory, ultimately surpassing the
expectations of the competition’s jury. On the final day, the jury selected my project as the
best, albeit expensive to construct. Italo Rota approached me with a smile and acknowledged,
“You did it. Bravo!” This experience taught me the invaluable lesson of pushing my-self to the
extreme, no matter the circumstances.

Micheal Graves: In 1995, | had the incredible opportunity to participate in the prestigious
Interna-tional Award under 40 organised by the American Academy of Arts and Letters

in the United States, and judged by architect Arthur C. Erickson, attracted renowned
architects from the USA, Europe, and the Far East. When | received the letter revealing the
winners, | was amazed to see the name of architect Michael Graves among them. Michael
Graves, a prominent figure in architec-ture, had revolutionised the field with his humanistic
approach and reintroduction of color and art. Both Michael Graves and | were honored with
Architecture Awards from the American Academy of Arts and Letters in 1995, chosen by the
esteemed jury led by Arthur C. Erickson. While Michael had designed over 350 buildings
worldwide, |, at 27 years old, had contributed with unbuilt projects. The convergence of

our paths was remarkable—a young architect from Tehran and an accom-plished professor
from Princeton. Michael Graves, a member of the New York Five, had made sig-nificant
contributions to postmodern architecture and influenced movements like New Urbanism and
New Classicism. Through this experience, | learned yet another valuable lesson—a testament
to the power of dedication, innovation, and thinking out-of-box.
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VILLA DIALOGUE
Conversation with RIICHI MIYAKE

Villa ideology / Villa Typology
Villa Magazine Office, Tehran 2022

TEHRAN, JUL 14 2022 - Visiting Professor at Tokyo
University of Science and director of ARCHI-DEPOT
corporation, and the chairman of ICOFORT Japan,
Riichi Miyake visited Villa Magazine on Thursday, made
a discussion about villa ideology and villa typology
with the editor in chief Amir Abbas Aboutalebi.

“The villa, in architectural terminology, is very Latin but if you translate it into other civilization groups, | think

there is a counterpart in Iran and we have it in Japan; in ancient terminology it is “MIYA” as imperial residences

and “RIKYU”, detached miya in rather modern terminology.”

Amir Abbas

| use this quotation from James Ackerman to start this
conversation about villa ideology.

“The villa is a paradigm not only of architecture but of
ideology: It is a myth of fantasy through which is generated
by psychological rather than utilitarian needs and can be
studied as a historical and artistic phenomenon.”

Do you agree with this statement?

Riichi Miyake

The villa, in architectural terminology, is very Latin but if
you translate it into other civilization groups, | think there

is a counterpart in Iran and we have it in Japan; in ancient
terminology it is “MIYA” as imperial residences and “RIKYU”,
detached miya in rather modern terminology.

Villa culture is not studied individually but we have to find
it in multiple methodologies and compare it to the west

we have the same phenomenon and aesthetics in Japan.
The word “Paradise” is coming from Persia and this kind of
cultural interaction between nations in the past could make
the phrase “villa” more multicultural.
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Amir Abbas

There are documents from the past, showing cultural
interactions and exchanges between Japanese and Persian
civilizations. Do you see any footprints of #Persiangardens
(also known as #BAGHS) in Japanese art and architecture?

Riichi Miyake

Yes. There are Archaeological pieces of evidence of Iranian
presence in Japan in the 6th and 7th centuries. Iranian were
invited to collaborate with the Japanese imperial court. |
think they had an important facility or a kind of technology
to work with stone material, stone fountains, and water
channels for entertainment which was related to the Iranian
gardens or #Baghs. | think at that time there was a direct
interaction between Iran and Japan and later on the 8th and
9th centuries they expanded their relations.

Amir Abbas
And how about Iranian literature?

Riichi Miyake

| think Iranian music came before Iranian literature in Japan.
Iranian music and musical instruments are still well preserved
in our country. It is also said that the “fire and water festival”

came from Persian culture. Please notice that various
cultures of the continent arrived at Japan through what we
call “the Silk Road”.

Amir Abbas

The repertory of the benefits of villa life echoes down the
millennia: relaxation, recreation, conversation, health
(mentally/ physically / spiritually), and inserting a domestic
life into an imaginary life. Estates such as “Kushk”, “Emarat”,
“Garden House”, “Munya”, and “Kakh”, have similar benefits
in eastern life.

How is villa life in Japan?

Riichi Miyake

Looking back to ancient Japan we can find similar benefits.
My name is Miya + Ke and “Ya” means “house” in ancient
Japanese. “Mi” is a suffix for adding nobility so that “MIYA”
would become a noble residence for a special person.
“Miyake” is an imperial manor in countryside that could
actualize that imaginary life and its benefits.

Amir Abbas

A house tends to be simple in structure and to conserve
ancient forms that do not require the invention of a designer,
while the villa is typically the product of an architect’s
imagination and asserts its modernity.

Considering the above quotation, do we need architects for
housing?

Riichi Miyake

A classical question concerns the role of architects, nowadays
the role of architects has completely changed. It is not
limited to decoration or something like that but reading

the situation, reading the need of people, working with the
material, and then an architect has to coordinate the space is
his/her mission to work for both types.

Amir Abbas

Can villas be regarded as experimental houses that allow
architects to study a technical or functional aspect in
concrete terms or to develop spatial ideas?

Riichi Miyake
Important is to ask: is it necessary to do it or not? Whether it
is a villa or a house!
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Amir Abbas

Many architects view these buildings (villas) not only as
a residence but as testing grounds for new ideas or the
crystallization of concepts and theories.

Riichi Miyake

If we refer to Japanese architecture, Japanese architects
since 1920, used housing typology as experimental projects
to present their ideas and inventions. Only a few Japanese
architects in 1950-60 used villa type for this purpose. For us,
the villa is a European phrase.

Amir Abbas

Common among ancient writings, the villa enjoys from the
natural setting’s restorative powers (otium) in opposition to
the excesses of city life (negotium).

Do you face such a dilemma in Japan?

Riichi Miyake

To fulfill this need there are two types of buildings in Japan;
A palace type similar to the villa type and also “teahouses
(CHASHITSU)” which as a revolution suddenly started in
the 16th century in Japan. Teahouses were spaces for
experiencing the body, soul, and human interactions. Very
miniaturized space among natural elements. Small but
extraordinary.

Amir Abbas

According to Michael Rotondi’s introduction, you have a
unique point of view of the different cultures. You have also
presented some ideas about Japanese architecture, focusing
on post-war housing.

How do you see the contemporary architecture of Iran?

Riichi Miyake

The Iranian rich heritage has always been admired by
Japanese visitors throughout history and also contemporary
periods.
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DIOGENE

A prototype for a minimal space

A Creation by RPBW

Renzo Piano

Area: 7 m?
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Diogenes is the ancient dream of making a minimal house. The original idea started a long time ago and arose from the concrete
need to build minimal architecture to shelter. Architectures as shelters, as tools for living and surviving. The idea then became an
attempt to realize that dream of each of us, that of living independently and with the minimum necessary. In its development,
the project has further expanded its objectives and the minimal house has become something more, a small architecture that is
easily transportable and adaptable to different uses. A “basic shelter”, a small essential shell, capable not only of protecting but
of offering such versatility that it can be used in infinite variations. A simple and light structure but at the same time solid and
resistant, which can survive scorching temperatures such as frost and a load of several meters of snow. The work lasted years,
exploring all the different sciences that could lead to this result.
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Vi LLA FA RM (oftgridprototype)

A Creation by AA Design Atelier
Amir Abbas Aboutalebi
Area: 35 m?

Strategic advisors:

Professor Rana Zadeh,

M.Arch., Ph.D., Associate AIA, LEED AP, EDAC, is an associate professor

and the co-director and co-founder of the Health Design Innovations Lab
(HDIL, offiliated with the Institute for Healthy Futures) in the Department of
Design & Environmental Analysis at Cornell University and a Visting Associate
Professor,at the Faculty of Medicine, University of British Columbia.

Dr. Behzad Sadat,

M.S Sharif University of Technology, M.S Tokyo Institute of Technology,
Ph.D., University of Michigan, Post Doctoral Stanford University, and
former Researcher at Georgia Institute of Technology and former Energy
Technologist at the Google research.

In the bustling cities of Iran, a conflict arises between the desire for a peaceful retreat and the environmental concerns
associated with villa life. Addressing this dilemma, AA Design Practice/Design Atelier has introduced “Villa Farm,” an off-grid
prototype that aims to create self-sufficient villas while minimizing ecological damage. This project seeks to harmonize the need
for escape from city life stresses with sustainable practices and a deep connection to nature.

In response to the growing conflict between the desire for a peaceful retreat from urban life and the environmental hazards

posed by villa construction in Iran, AA Design Practice and Design Atelier have unveiled its off-grid prototype, Villa Farm, located

in the heart of natural elements in Damavand-Iran. This project aims to address the urgent need for Iranians to escape from the
frantic urban lifestyle while minimizing ecological damage and maximizing dialogue with nature. By incorporating self-sufficien-

cy, optimized water supply systems, renewable energy resources, and vernacular construction techniques, Villa Farm offers a
sustainable solution to the modern Iranian lifestyle. Villa Farm’s primary objective is to create self-sufficient villas that minimize
volume or mass constraints. By carefully considering the design and layout of each villa, AA Design Practice/Design Atelier have
managed to optimize space utilization without compromising on comfort or functionality. The villas are designed so as to maximize
natural light and ventilation while minimizing energy consumption. One of the key challenges in creating sustainable villas is
ensuring an efficient water supply system. Villa Farm tackles this issue by incorporating innovative water management techniques
inspired by Ab-Anbar storage system. These measures not only reduce dependence on external water sources but also minimize
wastage and promote responsible water usage. To further enhance sustainability, Villa Farm integrates renewable energy resources
into its design. Solar panels will be strategically placed on rooftops to harness solar energy efficiently. This clean energy source
powers various aspects of villa life, including lighting, heating, cooling systems, and electrical appliances. By reducing reliance on
fossil fuels for energy demands, Villa Farm significantly reduces its Carbon footprint. In addition to its focus on self-sufficiency

and renewable energy sources, Villa Farm embraces vernacular construction techniques that minimize ecological damage. The

use of locally-sourced materials and traditional building methods not only reduce the environmental impact but also promotes
cultural heritage and craftsmanship. These techniques ensure that the villas blend harmoniously with their natural surroundings,
fostering a deeper connection with nature. Villa Farm goes beyond mere sustainability by prioritizing a meaningful dialogue with
nature. Each villa is designed to offer panoramic views of the surrounding landscape, allowing residents to immerse themselves

in the picturesque environment. Outdoor spaces are carefully planned to encourage outdoor activities and promote a sense of
tranquility. The integration of green spaces, gardens, and natural elements further enhances the connection between residents
and nature. Villa Farm represents a groundbreaking approach to addressing the conflict between Iranians’ desire for a retreat from
city life stresses and the environmental hazards posed by traditional villas. By incorporating self-sufficiency, optimized water supply
systems, renewable energy resources, and vernacular construction techniques, AA Design Practice/Design Atelier has created

an off-grid prototype that minimizes ecological damage while maximizing dialogue with nature. Villa Farm serves as an inspiring
example of how architecture can strike a balance between modern lifestyle aspirations and environmental responsibility.

Editorail
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A sustainable off grid prototype, a vernacular-inspired living space
located in the heart of natural elements in Damavand-Iran that
introduces a Farm-villa prototype with a passive energy use and
environmental-friendly design approach. The practice is based on a
theoretical research program | have done at the Sheikh Bahaie
Research Institute supported by Mazandaran University and United
Nations (UN) National Commission-lran. The research program
investigates current conflicts of democratized villas in Iran which is
between "hazard to the environment" and "human needs to retreat
and escape from the city-life.
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Editorial

Amir Abbas Aboutalebi

Villas as Multidisciplinary Environmental Discourse:
Escape from City Life

In an era characterized by rapid urbanization and the growing need for
sustainable living, the concept of villas has garnered significant attention. The vil-
la-typology and villa-ideology present a unique opportunity to explore the multi-
disciplinary aspects of environmental discourse on villa-life and villa-culture. This
discourse sheds light on the modern conflict between the human desire/need to
escape city life on the one hand, and the environmental hazards posed by villas in
the Islamic revolution period in Iran on the other hand.

In this issue, we delve into a theoretical research program titled “Villa Farm.”
This program is based on interdisciplinary discourses and interviews with
professionals and academicians from various fields such as architects, landscape
architects, urban planners, sociologists, psychologists, anthropologists,
philosophers, and media/communication experts. Within this research program,
you will find three prototypes created by “AA Practice and Design Atelier,”
“Kalbod Design,” and “Renzo Piano Architecture Workshop.” These prototypes
offer innovative approaches that aim to create self-sufficient villas. By integrating
organic methods and renewable energy sources, these villas minimize their
ecological footprint while maximizing their potential for environmental
interactions and dialogue with nature.
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